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SALIMA  IN  TRANSITION 


Subject  Area:  Social  Studies 
CONTENT 

The  film  documents  the  lives  or  English  speaking  secondary 
school  students  in  a small  town  Jn  Malawi,  Central  Africa. 
They  are  seen  in  class  and  \y  / ->gily  “dormitory"  activi- 
ties outside  of  class,  cooki iffi/Vr/  /Ck  studying,  marketing 
and  having  a dance.  Cont r\  icher  and  his  family 

in  his  home  environment.  A1  /Cjpn/)  Jebate  on  the  virtues 
of  town  and  village  life,  wl  'tAs/  / age  with  one  of  the 
boys,  thus  contrasting  tradifl^  ft/ ,Ca  with  the  new. 

PURPOSE 


Grade  Level:  SH,  C Length:  28  minutes 

• 

tomatoes.  Corn  is  the  chief  crop,  and  the  main  staple  of  their 
diet,  called  “Nsima”,  is  made  from  corn  which  is  pounded, 
ground  into  flour,  spread  on  mats  to  bleach  in  the  sun  and 
then  cooked  in  boiling  water.  Tea  and  tobacco  are  export 
crops. 

The  game  that  the  men  play  in  the  film  is  a popular  East 
African  game  called  “Bao”  in  which  opponents  try  to  capture 
all  of  the  other’s  stones. 


TEACHING  STRATEGIES 


To  show  the  lives  of  African  students  which  will  allow  a^ 
comparison  of  similarities  and  differences  with  our  own 
country.  To  offer  visual  data  on  the  culture  and  economy  of 
an  emerging  nation. 

BACKGROUND  NOTES 

Salima  is  a “boma"  (county  seat)  in  Malawi.  The  school 
was  built  here  in  1967  and  has  about  150  students,  aged  14 
to  20.  The  grades  taught  are  Forms  I and  II  (equivalent  of 
grades  9 and  10).  All  classes  except  “Chichewa”,  the  national 
language,  are  taught  in  English.  Some  students  build  small 
houses  near  the  school  where  they  sleen,~;'at,  wash  and  study. 
Other  students  live  at  home  and  wall  to  six  miles  to  come 
to  school  every  day. 

There  is  some  feeling  against  education  among  older 
Malawians  because  often  after  their  children  have  been  edu- 
cated they  do  not  want  to  go  back  and  become  farmers.  Out 
of  a population  of  4 million  people,  there  are  about  6,000 
secondary  school  students.  Education  is  neither  universal  nor 
compulsory  in  Malawi.  Students  must  pay  a fee  to  attend 
school  and  consider  it  a privilege. 

The  people  of  the  surrounding  villages  of  Salima  are  pri- 
marily farmers,  growing  corn,  beans,  peanuts,  squash,  and 


Before  showing  the  fihn 

Locate  Malawi  on  the  map.  Explain  that  the  film  is  about 
the  activities  in  and  around  a secondary  school  in  this  coun- 
try which  used  to  be  a British  protectorate.  Ask  the  class  to 
watch  the  film  and  see  how  many  evidences  of  English  occu- 
pation they  can  detect. 

After  the  film 

See  how  many  evidences  of  English  rule  and  acculturation 
the  class  can  list.  Contrast  the  few  evidences  of  traditional 
African  culture  that  are  visible. 

Explore  whether  the  peoples  of  the  world  are  becoming 
more  alike.  If  so,  what  is  being  gained  and  lost  in  human 
terms,  in  material  terms,  in  terms  of  world  order.  Examine 
family  and  community  life,  personal  values,  knowledge,  lan- 
guage, the  arts,  attitudes.  (A  class  discussion  may  be  used 
as  a springboard  for  further  study  and  written  papers  on  this 
fascinating  and  complicated  subject.) 

Discuss  what  may  happen  to  such  a country  which  is  being 
so  rapidly  thrust  into  an  industrialized  world.  What  is  needed 
for  economic  competition?  What  are  evidences  of  an  attempt 
to  meet  this  need? 


662  North  Robertson  Boulevard,  Los  Angeles,  California  90069 


